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Dear Friends,

I am often asked what is special or different about education at Prescott
College. At those times I think of the emails, personal notes, and thank-
yous I’ve been privileged to receive from students over the years. These
messages come in from all over the globe expressing gratitude for the
work we do helping students to acquire skills and to fuel the fire of
desire to serve the greater good. 

In those moments, my answer to the oft-posed question is that one of
the most important things we do at Prescott College is to train activists. 

Prescott College serves best those who are interested in transforming the
world. Many would argue that developing happier and more accomplished individuals is in and of
itself a significant contribution to the greater good. (One’s personal self-improvement and happiness is
a wonderful outcome of an education.) But these results are insufficient as a justification for the exis-
tence of Prescott College. We want students to be successful and to attain personal happiness, but we
also want our students to be effective. 

Prescott College is committed to positive change. We believe the mission of the College has always
supported those who wanted to make things better. Our faculty understands the causes of problems,
the opportunities available, and steps necessary to turn problems into opportunity. Not only do we
help students understand the complex nature of questions facing our country and the world, we guide
them in the acquisition of tools that they will use to shape our collective future. 

Many of our students and alumni work from within “the system,” as government employees and politi-
cal leaders. Others serve as agents of change by organizing grassroots efforts and exerting pressure
from outside the system. All of these students and alumni are the people John F. Kennedy was talking
about when he said, 

“Some people see the world and ask, ‘why?’ Others see the world and ask, ‘why not?’” 

As you read this issue of Transitions, we hope you’ll draw inspiration from stories of the many ways our
students are taking action to change the world, and recommit yourself to making a positive difference
through your activism. Let one of your mantras become the simple question:

“Why Not?”

Warmest Regards,

President’s Corner

Leave Your Legacy
Help Create A Sustainable Future

Visit Prescott College on the Web at

www.prescott.edu
Read the latest articles on charitable giving, refresh your memory with our glossary of terms and

calculate your income tax deduction for charitable gifts

“[With the recent presidential
election] now is a time when
it is even more vital to be an
activist. 

“The face of what’s possible
has been completely altered.
When I think of the genera-
tions behind mine being able
to grow up with an African
American president, the
implications are profound.” 

- Emma Howland-Bolton ’09

See story page 15
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By Mary Lin and Ashley Mains

Recently appointed US Ambassador to
South Korea, Kathleen Stephens ’74,
entered Prescott College in 1970 as “an

Arizonan,” she recalls, and graduated four years a
later “a world citizen.”  

Kathleen grew up in Scottsdale, Ariz., in the 60s.
“The Vietnam War was very divisive,” she said.

“It made me want to understand more about the
US’s place in the region.

“You can see similar debates going on in this
country now. I see younger people coming into
the Foreign Service asking the same kinds of
questions I had – ‘What is our place in the
world? How can we live up to our ideals and pro-
tect ourselves?’”

Briefly tempted to study anthropology at
Prescott, she was persuaded by retired British
diplomat and instructor, Robert Bruce, to turn
her intellectual drive and curiosity towards the
realm of diplomacy.

“There was a deep fascination with Asia going
on at the campus then ... [Robert’s] background
and his compelling narrative of Asia, on top of
the Vietnam experience of my generation and the
way it divided us, intrigued me,” she said. 

“There were a lot of children of Foreign Service
Officers at Prescott ... from international child-
hoods. That opened me up to that sort of life.” 

By her second year Robert had helped
Kathleen and a couple other students to secure
positions as visiting students in Hong Kong.  She
enjoyed her stay so much she continued on as an
Outward Bound instructor. 

When she finally returned to the US, her
direction was set. After completing her bachelor’s
in East Asian Studies, Kathleen served in the
Peace Corps for two years, joining the Foreign
Service in 1978. Her overseas assignments have
included consular and public affairs officer in
Guangzhou, China (1980-1982), chief of the
internal political unit in Seoul (1984-1987), and
principal officer of the US Consulate in Busan,
Korea (1987-1989). 

During the 90s, Kathleen was assigned to the
US mission in Yugoslavia, shuttling between
Belgrade and Zagreb, during the country’s violent
disintegration. From 2001 to 2003 Kathleen
directed the Office of Ecology and Terrestrial
Conservation.  This position allowed her to marry
her personal interest in the environment with her
professional passion for international issues.

“It is very hard to sit down with 50 or 60 coun-
tries and discuss ‘what are we going to do about
illegal logging,”’ she said. “That kind of work
reminded me that whatever you are doing at a
place like Prescott College, where there is a
strong emphasis on the environment, there is
always a global dimension to what you learn.”

From 2005 to 2007, Kathleen was Principal
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for the
Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs, with
particular responsibility for the management of
US relations with Japan and Korea.

On September 9, 2008, Kathleen was con-
firmed by the US Senate to be Ambassador of
the United States of America to the Republic of
Korea, the first woman to hold this position.

“It has attracted attention in Korea and, to some
degree, in the US. I am from the generation of
American woman for whom many of us have been

From Arizonan to Wor ld Citizen
Alumna Kathleen Stephens ’74 recently named Ambassador to South Korea

Ambassador D. Kathleen Stephens’
swearing-in ceremony. She was sworn
in by Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice on September 8, 2008, at State
Department headquarters in
Washington, DC.
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r ld Citizen

Company. “After 30-odd years we’re still doing what we loved,
and we still have a great connection because of it.”

As citizens in a globally engaged country, Kathleen insists it
is important to always be aware of that engagement.  She is on
the front lines of US international engagement, and that’s
exactly where she wants to be.

“It’s a big job I’ve been given, and I’m going to be giving it
my best,” she said.

the first females in our positions of leadership and employment.
Having been in this profession as long as I have, I’ve been the
first woman to hold many of the positions I’ve had.”

Kathleen will seek to adjust a security alliance that takes
into account what both Korea and America currently repre-
sent in the global community and to bring North Korea into
the prosperity of South Korea and China. In order to do so
she firmly indicates North Korea must give up their nuclear
ambitions.

She’ll also focus on an economic partnership. “Our two gov-
ernments have entered into a trade agreement which awaits
approval in South Korean assembly and US Congress,” she
explained. “This is the biggest free trade agreement for the
US since NAFTA.

“Arizona exports a large amount of electronics to South
Korea. From 2006 to 2007 that trade doubled. The agreement
under consideration stipulates South Korea drop many of the
tariffs that make US exports more expensive.”

Kathleen credits her experience at Prescott College with
not only setting her on an international path, but giving her
outdoor experiences, including Wilderness Orientation, which
she’s found useful in building relationships. “I always find a
way to connect with people by hiking, biking, etc. I've found
at embassies it’s a great way for Americans in foreign countries
to bond, or have team building experiences with local staffs.” 

Her swearing in as Ambassador was attended by Marion
Marbury, a friend from Prescott College who now runs an
adventure travel program for women, Adventures in Good
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More Kids in the Woods
National grant awarded to Prescott-area coalition funds programs that could serve as model for national policy

Getting students out of their desks and out-of-doors to
learn firsthand in nature has long been a goal for edu-
cators at Prescott College. 

This year, a coalition including Prescott College faculty, men-
tors, current students, and alumni saw the opportunity to get
“More Kids in the Woods” when a national grant proposal co-
authored by faculty member Doug Hulmes ’74 was funded by
the Forest Service.   

The grant funds a “Children’s Conservation Corps (CCC) and
Junior Forest Ranger Program,” one of only sixteen projects
selected from 279 submissions nationwide, with the largest level
of funding of all projects. 

As a result, this past July more than 120 underprivileged kids
from local schools in and around Prescott and the Verde Valley
found themselves with four days to learn from a cadre of indi-
viduals from agencies and conservation groups who are partners
in the grant, and to play, explore, discover and be in nature. 

Another part of the grant funds adaptation, expansion, and
evaluation of the Prescott Creeks and Watershed program Doug
Hulmes developed with students from his Environmental
Education Methods class. 

For thirty years Doug’s class has coordinated an eight-week
Prescott Creeks and Watershed program at Miller Valley
Elementary School which engages approximately 90 fifth-grade
students each year. The program includes three days at the

Mingus Springs Outdoor Learning Center on Mingus Mountain.
(Mary Ann Kapp, Mingus Springs Manager, co-authored the
grant with Doug.)

“One of the most challenging things for educators is the ques-
tion of how to motivate our children, how to get them interested
in learning,” said Paul Helmkin, fifth grade teacher at Miller
Valley Elementary. “When you take the kids outside of the four
walls of the classroom and you bring them into the environment,
into the community to learn about these things, the results speak
for themselves.

“I’ve seen kids who struggle on a day to day basis in the class-
room finally come outdoors and be able to learn. Believe it or not,
the experience of spending time outdoors can help focus the kids
on other things they need to do when we’re in the classroom.”

Included in this part of the grant are two $6000 scholarships for
Prescott College graduate students Brendan Haggerty ’06, M.A.
‘10, and Ali Kopinto ’07, M.A. ’11, who, advised by Doug Hulmes,
will help expand the Prescott Creeks and Watershed program.

Brendan, a science teacher at Northpoint Expeditionary
Learning Academy, will coordinate opportunities for Northpoint
high schoolers to assist Prescott College students in the program
at Miller Valley. He will also develop opportunities for
Northpoint students to monitor the quality of creeks in the
Granite Creek Watershed and identify social justice issues that
influence quality of those creeks. 

“Miller Creek passes through the ‘barrio’ area of Prescott,”
Brendan said. “Passing through a low socio-economic area influ-
ences the quality of a creek. There are often more solid waste
and pollution issues as well as problems related to increased
incidence of homelessness. Students at Northpoint will compare
conditions of creeks going through different types of areas and
consider possible solutions.”

Ali will work closely with other schools in and around Prescott
to adapt the existing watershed curriculum to their educational
needs and particular geography. She will also create community
garden programs in conjunction with several area schools includ-
ing Mountain Oak Charter School, Primavera School,
Northpoint Expeditionary Learning Academy, and Willow Creek
Charter School.

“There has been a surge of interest in community gardening,”
she said. “Not only will this project get the children outdoors,
but it will teach them various skills necessary to raising healthy,
sustainable gardens and, hopefully, instill in them a greater sense
of connection to both community and the natural environment.”

Two current Prescott College undergrads Marlene Koncewicz
’10 and Joseph Butler ’10 have been compiling video footage of
the activities and conducting interviews with key participants
under the advisement of Prescott College faculty member Dana
Oswald.  This work will be presented to the US Forest Service
at the end of the grant along with the written final report in July
2009, with the hope of encouraging further funding of programs
like this nationwide.
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Continuing the Family Tradition
Politics and a passion for environmental causes run in the blood of the Udall family

By Ashley Mains

As Chief Counsel to the New Mexico Department of
Health and Environment, New Mexico Attorney General
and in the US Congress, Senator Tom Udall ’70 has con-

tinuously fought to protect the land he was raised to love. 
Politics, it seems, is in the DNA of the Udall family. Tom,

former Democratic Congressman from New Mexico, and his
cousin Mark, both threw their hats in the race to fill open
Senate seats in 2008. 

Tom’s father, Stewart Udall, served as a Democratic US
Representative from Arizona until he was appointed and
served as Secretary of the Interior under both President John
F. Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson.  

Tom’s uncle, Morris “Mo” Udall, filled Stewart’s open seat
in Congress where he became an iconic champion for environ-
mental causes, and ran for the Democratic nomination for
President of the United States against Jimmy Carter in 1976. 

In his official campaign bio, Tom credits participation in
the Prescott College undergraduate Wilderness Orientation as
reinforcing his childhood love for the land that was instilled in
him by his father and uncle. 

“It’s never been more important to be educated about the
environment. Not only is protecting our environment one of the
greatest challenges of our time, but the jobs of the future will be
oriented toward solving the challenge of global warming, transi-
tioning our country toward a new energy economy, and getting
the United States off its addiction to foreign oil,” Tom said. 

“In states like Arizona and New Mexico, where there are
burgeoning renewable energy industries, businesses need
employees with an understanding of the threats to our envi-
ronment and the potential solutions for moving our country
toward a new energy future.”

Three generations back, David King Udall led pioneer set-
tlers into Arizona and served as a Representative to the
Arizona Territorial Legislature in 1899. Four of David’s sons
and four of his grandsons held office, and five of his great
grandsons have held political office as well.

“I view public service as one of the highest callings out there.
From an early age my father instilled in me the idea that public
service is a noble calling,” he explained. “Today as more and
more families feel the American dream slipping away, I believe
that public service is more important than ever.” 

Voters took the cousin’s campaign slogan to heart “Vote for
the Udall nearest you” this past November. Tom and his
cousin Mark will begin serving New Mexico and Colorado
respectively as senators this January.

“The value of my Prescott education has always been best
expressed for me in the college [tagline]: education is a journey
not a destination,” Tom said. “This approach to learning has
helped me grow as I move from one stage of my life to the next.”

“It’s never been more important to be
educated about the environment.” 

–  Senator Tom Udall 
Udall family (1926) Standing:  Gauis, Joseph K., Joseph, David K., David K.
Jr., Jesse, Pratt. Sitting:  John, Don, Levi, Gilbert, Harry, Grover 
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When Adam Zemans Ph.D. ’11 first moved to Bolivia 16 years
ago, he found himself living on a dusty dirt mountain among
adobe houses, his source of drinking water barrels trucked in
from elsewhere.  

When he became ill from three environmental illnesses at the
same time from, he later discovered, the contaminated water, “I
decided to start an environmental health education-advocacy
organization,” he said. 

Environment Las Americas, the organization he founded in
2004, uses “Integral Sustainability Education (ISE)” to
empower the next generation of leaders to think and act holis-
tically about the interdependence between their internal and
external environments.

Recently, Environment Las Americas developed and success-
fully lobbied for five key changes in the new Bolivian
Constitution, “with an estimated $1,000 budget, a two-month
timeline, an outstanding US student volunteer and 3 part-time
Bolivian lawyers,” Adam said. 

“This shows the effect a few committed environmentalists
can have in countries like Bolivia and what they can go home
feeling they accomplished.” 

The changes include broad rights to sue for groups who are
not directly affected by environmental harm, and for potential
future harm, without a statute of limitations and with direct
appeal possibilities to the court of highest instance. 

“In the old Bolivian constitutions, the word, “environment”
did not even exist. We truly were part of a revolution!” he said.

Although Adam originally went to law school to advance his
degree in human rights, he now believes environmental health
is the most important human right. “My long term goal is simple
– I want to see real sustainability in the world.  

“Now we need to focus beyond local activism, no matter what
kind of environmentalists we are. We must put carbon dioxide
and methane poisoning, aka, global climate change, at the top of
their list of priorities.” 

Adam’s Prescott College Ph.D. dissertation, “Integral
Environmental Health Defense: A New Model For
Environmental Activism,” will document work he’s doing towards
holistic environmental health justice, in what he calls “one of the
most marginalized countries in the world.” In addition, he hopes
to teach environmentalists from “one of the most privileged coun-
tries on earth,” the US, to become more committed and analyti-
cally stronger environmental leaders.

“Beginning my Ph.D. studies at Prescott College marked the
end of an old mask that I had worn for a long time, as a
Georgetown lawyer.’” he said. “The processes that were required,
literally and figuratively, to arrive at and apply to Prescott helped
me to become a soul more grounded in authentic self.” 

As a Prescott College scholarship recipient, Adam noted that
he’s designed his studies around building the core programs of
Environment Las Americas.

“Prescott College Ph.D. studies put an intellectual frame on
all of this work, as well as keeping my family housed and fed,”
he said. “In the future, I hope that Prescott College students
will be among those who join us for volunteer, study abroad and
research experiences, and external funders will assist in the
process.” 

To learn more about Adam or Environment Las Americas,
visit www.environmentlasamericas.org.

Adam R. Zemans, J.D., M.A., Ph.D. ’11

“It seems obvious today that kids are spending less and less
time in nature,” Doug said. “Kids need nature to be happy and
healthy. To understand and interact with nature is profoundly
important for both their personal physical and mental health,
but also for the future health of our environment. We exist in a
time when we need to be cultivating increased concern and
responsibility and care for nature, not less.” 

Mingus Springs Camp and Outdoor Learning Center is the
lead organization on the CCC grant with Prescott College as

one of the primary partners in a coalition of 20 other Prescott-
area organizations. 

One other Prescott College alum was one of the few recipi-
ents of funding under the Forest Service grant. Janet Ross ’74,
Executive Director of the Four Corners School of Outdoor
Education in Utah, received funding for  “Canyon Country
Outdoor Education with the Manti LaSal National Forest.”

Ph.D. Profile

Kids continued from page 4



Joanne Oellers M.A. ’08
By Mary K. Croft and Ashley Mains

Center for Biological
Diversity Verde Campaign
Coordinator and Yavapai College
Biology Instructor Joanne
Oellers M.A. ’08 promotes Verde
River conservation and teaches
Human Biology during the week.
But for five years, on weekends
and holidays, she played with
mice.  

These weren’t just any mice.
Joanne worked with a crew col-
lecting samples of blood and

other data from Southwestern deer mice of the Kaibab
Plateau, south of the Grand Canyon, to study a variety of
Hantavirus known as Sin Nombre, Spanish for “no name.”

This reemerging virus was first recognized in the Four
Corners region in 1993, where a strange pulmonary infection
started sickening and sometimes killing otherwise young and
healthy individuals. On reservations in the area it is considered
wrong to name something evil – hence the Sin Nombre designa-
tion.  Soon the new disease had an official name: Hantavirus
Pulmonary Syndrome, or HPS.

Joanne’s part in the research of HPS involved trapping and
“processing” deer mice and other rodents – ear-tagging, record-
ing weight and size data, labeling blood vials – so blood samples
could be analyzed by the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC).  

She began her master’s research examining ecosystem fea-
tures such as precipitation, soil moisture, temperature, plant
species, and geomorphology that might relate to aspects of
infection in deer mice and human exposure to Sin Nombre
Virus.  Ultimately, her master’s thesis project centered on the
study of a rabbit brush-dominated habitat just south of Grand
Canyon National Park’s visitor entrance, home to deer mice
infected with the virus.

“The principle investigator on the project and his crew
noticed a growing influx of Mogollon voles on the trapping webs,
especially the one dominated by rabbit brush.” Joanne said.
“We thought this had significance and deserved a closer look.”

She wasn’t out there alone.  Arizona is one of four western
states participating in a long-term longitudinal study sponsored
by the CDC. Each state has crews that trap, collect blood sam-
ples, and gather other data on rodents and rodent habitat with
the goal of understanding how Sin Nombre travels within
rodent populations.

“My team and I added significant data to existing knowledge
about the ecology of deer mice, Sin Nombre Virus,
Southwestern rodent habitats, and Mogollon voles.  My hope is
that in the future my research helps benefit life, human, rodent
or otherwise, in some way,” she said  

Human infection with Sin Nombre Virus occurs most com-
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monly through the inhalation of infectious aerosolized – airborne
– saliva or waste, and a high risk of exposure has been associated
with entering or cleaning rodent-infested structures. All data
from the four-state long term longitudinal study contributes to
the understanding of the ecology of potentially Sin Nombre-
infected rodents. Recognition of habitat preferences and rodent
movement patterns assists prevention of infection in humans.

While an experimental vaccine for HPS has met with some
success, Joanne explained that avoidance of exposure might be
more practical for the general public.  “At this point, dealing
with Sin Nombre is more a matter of public education,” she
said. “Entering or cleaning rarely-opened or seasonally-used
buildings that show signs of rodent infestation has been shown
to increase risk of infection in humans.”

The recommended protocol for removal of mouse debris
should always be followed. For more information visit
http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/diseases/hanta/hps/graphics/pre-
vcard/prevcardside1.gif

“As a biology instructor at Yavapai College, I use my course
work and field work to inspire and challenge my students,”
Joanne said.  “It emphasizes the complex nature of organisms’
interaction with their environment. This includes humans. 

“As an outreach coordinator for the Center for Biological
Diversity charged with helping the public appreciate the value
of all life, my experience in the field with some of the less-likely-
to-been-seen denizens of the forest gives me an ecosystem per-
spective I can share.”

Master of Arts Profile

Joanne teaching at the Verde River
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Changing the System – from Within
Prescott College graduates who’ve found their niche in politics and government share their passions to serve fellow citizens and, in the process, make the world a better place:

Dan Fairbank ’05 
As Green Building Specialist for

the City of Prescott, Ariz., Dan
Fairbank helped design a green build-
ing program that is in the process of
being considered by the City Council.
Dan is also Assistant Director of
Central Arizona Renewable Energy
Network, on the Ecosa Institute
Board of Directors, and Co-Founder

of the Greater Yavapai Branch of US Green Building Council.
His areas of expertise include: energy efficiency of new and
remodeled buildings using Building Science and weatheriza-
tion techniques; alternative materials: ancient methods and
modern assemblies; rainwater harvesting, greywater systems,
the International Energy Conservation Code; US Green
Building Council LEED Certification; among other technolo-
gies and certifications. 

Bill Feldmeier M.A. ’94 
For 25 years Bill Feldmeier has

worked in the public sector building
communication between grassroots citi-
zenry and governmental bodies.
Beginning with a seat on the Yavapai
County Board of Supervisors, he found
his way to managing Governor Jane
Dee Hull’s Northern Arizona Office,
most recently receiving an appointment

to the Arizona State Transportation Board from current
Governor Janet Napolitano. 

According to Bill, Prescott College offered him the education
he always wanted, with freedom to explore the subjects of his
interest and ask his favorite question: “Why?” Today as the sole
proprietor for Central Arizona Consultants, a public policy and
construction consulting firm, he draws on “the creativity
Prescott College challenged me with to solve real world prob-
lems” for his clients.

Terry Ford ’85 
Terry Ford has put his Degree in

Residential Design and Solar
Technology to good use as Building
Official for the newly incorporated
Town of Dewey-Humboldt, Ariz. He is
currently taking courses in Geographic
Information Systems at Yavapai College
to develop skills for the mapping of
various elements in the Town including

planned area development, utility distribution, road conditions
and signage, population density, and pockets of crime. 

Terry and his wife Susan reside on a small farm in Dewey. He
is a Ham Radio Operator N7CQO, Retired Naval Officer,
licensed General Contractor, and certified Residential Energy
Services Network rater, rating the energy efficiency of buildings.

Karl Hardy M.A. ’08 
Karl Hardy works as a community

organizer for the Michiana Social
Forum (MSF) in South Bend, Indiana.
MSF is an attempt to build a regional
social forum process modeled after the
World Social Forum movement that
began in 2001. He is also an active
member of the St. Joe Valley Greens
(SJVG). 

Karl completed his master’s practicum working with
"GreenTV," a video/media project of the SJVG. In 2007 he ran as
a write-in Green Party candidate for the South Bend City
Council. Throughout his time as a Prescott College student, Karl
found his scholar-activism to be “mutually enriching” and is par-
ticularly grateful for the opportunity the College provided him
to have these experiences.

Dave Richins ’08 
Mesa City Council Member Dave

Richins has long been active in whatev-
er community he’s lived in. He’s served
on the (Phoenix-area) Valley Metro
Rail community advisory board and the
City of Mesa Gang Prevention Steering
Committee. Dave currently works at
the Sonoran Institute as Sun Corridor
Legacy Program Director. Formerly he

was Executive Director and Founder of the West Mesa
Community Development Corporation, where he worked with
neighbors, community leaders, business leaders, and other stake-
holders to revitalize his neighborhood.

George Seaman ’87 
A third generation Arizona native,

Vietnam-era Army medic, Registered
Nurse, and 20-plus year resident of
Yavapai County, George believes in
serving his community when and
where he can. 

In the past five years, he’s volun-
teered with Prescott's mitigation group,
suggesting and co-writing the

Reasonable Growth Initiative (Prop. 400, which passed by a
wide margin in 2005), ran for the State House of
Representatives, and most recently stepped forward as an inde-
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pendent candidate for County Supervisor in 2008. Many in the
Prescott College community actively supported his campaign
and will support him in any future bids for public office. 

Rick Wheeler ’07 
Artist Rick Wheeler came to the

Four Corners region from California,
and like many people drawn to the
desert Southwest, he found the area
not only visually inspiring, but rich in
historical and cultural heritage. He has
designed and illustrated a number of
National Park and Monument-related
projects for sites including Arches,

Glacier, Grand Canyon, Great Smoky Mountain, Hovenweep,
Joshua Tree, Pinnacles, Mesa Verde, Sequoia, USS Arizona
Memorial (Pearl Harbor), and Yosemite. 

In 2008 Rick was commissioned to design a logo for Zion
National Park’s centennial celebration, “A Century of Sanctuary.”
He has also been recently invited to be one of 20 artists to par-

m Within
citizens and, in the process, make the world a better place:

Ph.D. Mentor

Reverend Bob Edgar
In May 2007, Bob Edgar was named president and CEO of Common Cause, a national non-

partisan, non-profit "citizens" lobby working to make government at all levels more honest, open
and accountable, and to connect citizens with their democracy.

Elected to the US House of Represent-atives in 1974 to represent Pennsylvania, Bob was
part of the congressional class nicknamed “the Watergate babies,” those elected in the wake of
the Watergate scandal and who led sweeping reforms of Congress. Bob led efforts to improve
public transportation, fought wasteful water projects, and authored the community Right to
Know provision of Super Fund legislation. His unsuccessful bid for US Senate in 1986 fueled
his frustration with the undue influence of money in politics and he became an active supporter
of clean elections and campaign finance reform.

Bob is currently mentoring Linda Edwards Ph.D. ’09 in her study of Sustainable Community Development in Education.

ticipate in the first annual “Grand Canyon Celebration of Art,”
which takes place in September 2009. Samples of Rick’s work
can be found at www.rickarts.com.

Sam Young ’99 
Sam Young “loves Vermont!”, where

he was born into one of the state’s well-
known farming families with a proud
history of civic participation, including
selectmen, listers and state representa-
tives. 

Determined to represent the voice of
both rural and young Vermonters, Sam
made a bid for the office of Governor as

an independent candidate in 2008. His most recent professional
accomplishments are with NEKinfo, an Internet marketing and
website service firm designed to help foster growth in rural
Vermont.  Sam was managing websites for 60 local businesses prior
to taking a leave absence to run his campaign.
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US News and World Report: 
Best in the West 

US News and World Report has rated Prescott College as a
“Best in the West” College and in their list of best colleges in
the United States. 

Princeton Review: Best 368 College
This past spring the Princeton Review added Prescott and

three other colleges to its annual book announcing the best 368
colleges in the nation. Prescott College earned high marks in ten
categories, ranking in the top ten in “Gay Community
Accepted,” “Class Discussions Encouraged,” ”Lots of Race and
Class Interaction,” and 11th and 12th, respectively, in the cate-
gories “Professors Get High Marks” and “Happiest Students.”
Last year the Review also selected Prescott one of 165 schools
profiled in America’s Best Value Colleges, 2008 Edition, and for
several years running has named Prescott College as one of 123
schools in 15 states it designates as “Best in the West.” 

New York Times: Green Education
Among the hundreds of news stories nationwide featuring or

mentioning Prescott College in the last year, The New York
Times noted Prescott College’s environmental focus in three arti-
cles, including a piece on Eco-Education and another which
highlighted the College’s trademark Wilderness Orientation
(“Outside the Box”) in November 2007, and a July 2008 article
on sustainability in higher education. 

National Wildlife Federation
The NWF’s 2008 Campus Ecology Report honored Prescott

for having recruiting programs and offering interdisciplinary
degrees in environmental or sustainability studies. 

Sierra Magazine 
In a November/December 2007 article calling the environ-

ment “the hottest thing since coed dorms,” Sierra included
Prescott College, as an Eco League member, in an article on
the top ten greenest campuses in the US, noting an “emphasis
on environmental learning and hands-on experience.” In its
Sept/Oct 2008 Issue Sierra once again lauded Prescott College
and the other Eco League schools for “active pursuit of envi-
ronmental studies” and “integrating experiential learning into
the curriculum.”

Arizona Department of Education: Thumbs Up
The Arizona Department of Education conducted a site visit

with the College in 2008 and issued a report stating that the
Prescott College Teacher Ed Certification Programs at all levels
of study clearly meet, and in many categories exceed, state certi-
fication requirements. 

Sunset Magazine: Youthful Pulse
As if the green and academic credits weren’t enough, An arti-

cle in Sunset on dream towns which has been widely picked up
and viewed in other publications and online at MSN.com credits
Prescott College with providing the “youthful pulse” of the city –
quite a credit, considering Prescott’s included on dozens of lists
and rankings as among the best places to live in the US. 

Prescott College Earns High Marks
National media, ratings and rankings list Prescott College among best and greenest 
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The grand re-opening of the historic Sam Hill Warehouse as
Prescott College’s Art Gallery and Visual Arts Center on Friday,
Oct. 3, began with an artist’s reception for the opening exhibit,
"Of Time and Alchemy," which ran through Oct. 31, 2008.

“Of Time and Alchemy” featured collaborative works by inter-
nationally celebrated photography innovators, including photo-
genic drawings by Carol Panaro-Smith and James Hajicek, and
large-scale panoramic photographic collages by Mark Klett and
Byron Wolfe from their series “Yosemite in Time.”

The opening was preceded by a private reception for finan-
cial supporters of the Sam Hill Warehouse renovation project.
An estimated 275 guests were in attendance at the gala open-
ing that followed. 

“The opening reception and exhibit was well attended by a
cross-section of the Prescott College community and friends and
patrons of the arts in Prescott,” said Joel Hiller, Vice President for
Development. “Without exception, people commented what a
wonderful addition to the arts community this new gallery will be.”

Along with the gallery, the new Visual Arts Center houses stu-
dios, darkroom and digital facilities, classrooms, and an art
archive. The Center will also provide the College and greater
Prescott community opportunities to interact with visiting artists
through workshops and other events as part of the College’s
Artists-in-Residence program.

The gallery will be operated by students, under the direction
of faculty members, as a means to provide them with profession-
al curatorial and gallery management experience. It will also
provide opportunities for art internships.

“Anybody associated with the arts at Prescott College, past and
present, can be proud of the new Visual Arts Center at Sam Hill
Warehouse facility,” said John Holmgren, Prescott College Art
Gallery Manager and visual arts instructor, Photographic Studies.
“This will not only serve as a learning environment for our own
students, but as a space for the greater Prescott community to dis-

cover the work of national and international artists.”
An exhibit of paintings on canvas and paper, and prints by

renowned artist Robert Colescott entitled “Robert Colescott:
Troubled Goods” ran from Nov. 7 through Dec. 13, 2008.
January will see the first Artist in Residence since construction
was completed, with Dan Mayer exhibiting book arts and print
making in “Re-configured: artist’s books, collages, and rhetoric
sticks.” As per his “resident” status, Dan will teach a printmaking
course at Prescott College over Winter Block. 

“Of Time and Alchemy” was sponsored in part by
the Arizona Commission on the Arts, the National
Endowment for the Arts, and the Clowes Fund, Inc.
Funding for the renovation was provided in part by:
Richard Ach and Carey Behel; the Clowes Fund, Inc.;
the Arizona State Parks Historical Preservation
Heritage Fund; and the Lifeworks, Compton,
Margaret T. Morris, J. W. Kieckhefer, and Quimby
Family Foundations. 

While the major renovations have been completed
within budget, there is still an opportunity to support
the ongoing restoration, maintenance and upgrade of
the Prescott College Visual Arts Center. For more
information or to support this project, please contact
Joel Hiller at (928) 350-4501 or jhiller@prescott.edu.

The Prescott College Art Gallery at Sam Hill
Warehouse, 232 N Granite St., Prescott, Ariz., is open
Tuesday through Saturday, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. For
information, call (928) 776-5258.
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Historic Sam Hill Warehouse Re-Opens
Prescott College Visual Arts Center premiered “Of Time and Alchemy" photography exhibit

Upcoming exhibits include:
• Print exhibit by Elizabeth Dove in February and March,

along with a printmaking workshop open to the public
• Sculpture exhibit by Joel AllenJoel Allen in March
• Ceramics by Richard Notkin in April along with a work-

shop open to the public
• Paintings by Charles Lyon and Kathryn Schmidt in

May and June
• “Fireworks,” an invitational exhibit of ceramics, glass and

metalwork in July

Richard Notkin
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Darkening of the Light
Photojournalist Diane Schmidt ’74 recounts El Salvadoran    travels during perilous times

It would be an understatement to describe El Salvador as a
dangerous place to be in the 80s, but that did not stop a young
photojournalist named Diane Schmidt ’74 from heading there
in 1981, shortly after the 1980 assassination of Archbishop
Romero of El Salvador and brutal rape-murder of three
American nuns and a lay missionary. The following is her
story.

I received a terrific foundation in photography at Prescott
College under the influence of Jay Dusard and Fred Sommer,
and spent a formative independent study in Spanish and pho-
tography living with a family in a rural village in Mexico. 

While I enjoyed theater and dance classes at Prescott, I
subsequently chose photography as a profession, which
became my passport to the world. In 1981, as a 27-year-old
freelance photojournalist I traveled to El Salvador to profile
the feudal oligarchy, the ruling upper class that the US
Government continued to support despite the assassinations of
Archbishop Romero and four American churchwomen the
previous year. 

Armed with a pair of shiny new army boots, black high
heels, and a serendipitous letter of assignment from Bunte, a
German pictorial magazine, I was first detained by customs
officials at the airport, later welcomed with open arms by the
governing military junta, and finally found my way into the
home of one of the most powerful oligarchs in the country. 

Mutual suspicions with my charming hosts quickly deep-
ened as haunting clues they dropped about the assassinations
of Archbishop Romero and the four American churchwomen
catapulted me into a quixotic investigative quest. 

I set off alone into the countryside looking for answers
about a judge who was supposed to have been assassinated
because of his knowledge regarding the deaths of the
American nuns. 

When I unexpectedly found him, alive, he told me he had
months earlier been promised political asylum by the US
Embassy and asked for my help. Following this encounter I
almost ended up at the bottom of a deep ravine. I came too
close to knowledge that could have brought down the
Salvadoran government.

Excerpt: Darkening of the Light, Diane J. Schmidt

May 14, 1981  
That conversation that day was with a man who was, for all

intents and purposes, dead. When I asked him his name, he
whispered it. 

On the way back to the capital, along the winding moun-
tainous roads, the taxi driver again half-heartedly asked if I
wanted to stop for a swim in the dark ravine. As we slowed, I
glanced in the rear view mirror.  We were being closely fol-
lowed by a dark Jeep Wagoneer with wood paneling and

“Saints” ©
 2008 D

iane J. Schm
idt
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the Sacred Heart Retreat Center in Gallup, New Mexico May
7, 2009. The program is open to the general public, beginning
with mass and dinner, at a cost of $20. Pre-registration is
required. To register for this program or for more information
call Sister Mary Mathias Ward at the Sacred Heart Retreat
Center at 505-722-6755. 

Diane is available to speak to schools and community organi-
zations and would love to hear from fellow alumni.

f the Light
n    travels during perilous times

black-tinted windows and a rifle was poking out the back win-
dow. I slowly curled down into the back seat and prayed to
every name of God I could think of.

My visa expired the next day, and I returned to the US.
Once back, I found you can never quite get back home again.
Family and friends could not comprehend the nightmare I
had witnessed, and the veil of ignorance about American for-
eign policy had been forever ripped from my eyes. 

Once back in Chicago I wrote what would later become a
part of my memoir:

Someone told me that America is a free country, that you
can write anything you want to here. But it is not a free
world. Write freely in a free country and cause a little death in
another part of the world. It is not a free world, and the free-
dom to think clearly and to act clearly and to write clearly is
clouded by that fact in what we claim is the freest country in
the world. If the world is not free, neither are we.

My story, titled Darkening of the Light, is an as-yet unpub-
lished memoir, a political thriller, a portrait of the psychologi-
cal effects of state-sponsored terror, and history reflected in a
glass darkly for our immediate future. 

A former military intelligence officer who was in Central
America in the 80s said, after reading the manuscript, "It
made me cry. What you put your finger on in El Salvador
meant we were a success. We were in the fear business. This
propels me back to the fray."  She and others knowledgeable
about the situation are often surprised that I escaped la boca
del lobo, the mouth of the wolf, alive.

I will be sharing my experiences along with a slide show at

A stunning photograph of Trunk Bay, St. John, US Virgin
Islands, taken by George H.H. Huey of Prescott, Ariz., appears on
a new United States stamp issued in May.  Part of the Postal
Service’s “Scenic American Landscapes” series, the 94-cent stamp
can be used for international letters. 

George Huey, a landscape, travel, and natural history photogra-
pher, has been called a “visual poet of the Southwest” by the
National Geographic Society. His photographs range from heroic
images of the Western landscape to delicate natural details, as well
as evocative scenes of international travel destinations. He also
photographs environmental issues and is passionate about visually
interpreting our remaining wild lands.

The US Virgin Islands National Park was established in 1956.  It
encompasses more than half of St. John as well as a small portion

of neighboring St. Thomas; the park consists of approximately 146,888 acres, 5,650 of which are underwater.
George is currently living on a sailboat with his wife and two cats. For more information, visit George's website at:

http://www.georgehhhuey.com.

US Stamp Features Photo by Alumnus George H. H. Huey ’73

“Good Friday”  © 2008 Diane J. Schmidt
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Ashirtless man shouting “Peace” jumps across a 4-foot concrete
wall and then hurdles a metal security fence. On the other side

he is met by a cluster of riot shields that plow him backwards into
the metal fence. He falls and is pinned on his stomach by two police
officers who bind his wrists with plastic handcuffs. Amidst the fer-
vor of shouting demonstrators, he is dragged up the steps towards
the Capital Building where a paddy wagon waits to take him
away. He was the first person to breach the security fence during
this demonstration, trying to deliver a message to the Congressmen
on Capitol Hill that the American people support peace. 

I watch in disbelief. I am finally here, standing in front of this
wall. I traveled to Washington, DC from Colorado with the inten-
tion of conveying the message to bureaucrats that “We the People”
support peace, and oppose the use of violence in order to achieve
foreign policy objectives. 

A line in the sand has been drawn and 10,000 people stand on
one side chanting messages of peace at a hundred or more police
officers who have barricaded the steps to the Capitol Building with
riot gear, tear gas, and guns. I feel scared and hesitant at the
prospect of what I came here to do.

This is What Democracy Looks Like
This account relates Johann Aberger’s participation in a demonstration for peace in Washington DC last
September. It ended with nearly 200 people getting arrested for acts of civil disobedience, including Johann.

By Johann Aberger M.A. ’07

200 million dollars a day
is a ridiculous sum of
money to spend on hurting
people in the name of
democracy, especially when
New Orleans needs to be
rebuilt, veterans receive
substandard healthcare
(among others), and school
systems across the country
are neglected and under
funded. 

I came with the intention
of participating in non-vio-
lent civil disobedience, even
if it meant sacrificing my
freedom and getting arrest-
ed to convey this message.
But as I stand here along
the fence, I hesitate. 

The morning started
with a rally of 100,000 peo-
ple listening to speeches in
Lafayette Park next to the
White House; Ralph
Nader, Ramsey Clark, and
the Veterans for Peace gave
impassioned speeches
about the horrors of war

and a need for change in direction with US foreign policy. 
The march started in front of the White House and we made

our way down Pennsylvania Avenue towards Capital Hill. Along
the route there were about 1,000 counter protesters; a pro-war
group called the “Eagles,” who came to show support for the war.
They were separated from the march by metal barricades and a
line of police officers. Words were passed back and forth across the
barrier, along with crude gestures, and taunts. 

Walking along the barrier I smiled and made eye contact with
several of the Eagles nodding at those who returned my gaze.
Some of them nodded back while others called me names,
scowled, and gave me the finger. One person spit on me. I didn’t
react. “Turn your other cheek,” I repeated to myself and forced
a smile. 

Many people in the peace march didn’t fare well with the con-
flicting opinions. Some walked by with their middle fingers raised
while others engaged in heated arguments, filled with curses,
threats, and malice. One man next to me was in a tirade of insults
when I put my arm around his shoulder and whispered to him,
“tolerance brother.” We walked away from the altercation together. 

A younger demonstrator in a similar confrontation didn’t
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Student Board of Trustees member Emma Howland-Bolton ’09
organized a walkout of her high school in an international protest
of the Iraq War, and has “been active ever since,” she recalls. 

While a student at Green Mountain College in Vermont she
started hearing stories of Mexican nationals working in the local
slate quarries, “...dangerous conditions, people losing fingers,” she
said. Eager to learn more about immigration issues, she followed
the stories “all the way down to the border,” transferring to
Prescott College after taking a Border Studies course here through
the Eco League. 

Emma and Elizabeth Gritzmacher ’08 found themselves at the
center of local controversy for over six months in 2008 when they
made multiple presentations to Prescott City Council of research
compiled with the College’s Aztlan Center on the economic impact
of undocumented workers in the state and the conditions that lead
folks to cross the border. 

While their recommendations were denied – including the
request that the City not refer to undocumented people as “ille-

respond as well. Filled with rage he returned again and again to
his provocateurs until his exchanges completely degenerated
into name-calling. I felt a heavy sense of sadness seeing these
exchanges and recognizing a major contradiction in our tactics:
How can a movement seriously advocate for world peace when
its members haven’t found the inner peace to deal with conflict-
ing opinions? 

The peace movement is young in many ways. We are fond of
giving advice and not listening to others. We can be critical of oth-
ers’ actions and ideas but do not respond and accept criticism.
Tolerance is a word we use more regularly than an action we
embody. As I walked past the Eagles I was reminded of Gandhi’s
words; “You must be the change you wish to see in the World.”
What would my life look like if I truly embraced and lived the con-
cept of peace? 

Emma Howland-Bolton ’09 
demonstrates the power of democracy in action

gal,” a derogatory term – Emma was undeterred, noting ongoing
work supporting undocumented workers by Aztlan and Northern
Arizona Interfaith Council.  

This past fall Emma started a voter registration campaign in her
neighborhood around Prescott College “specifically targeting folks
who might have difficulty approaching voter registration, people
for whom English is a second language, and single mothers, who
statistically are least likely to vote.”  

When her American Government class began researching vari-
ous ballot initiatives and referenda, they quickly realized the level
of complexity and misleading language involved with the proposi-
tions. They decided to bring what they learned to the Prescott
College community, tabling in the Crossroads Courtyard for two
weeks and co-hosting, with the F-Word (Feminism) class, a forum
on voting and ballot initiatives.  

On Election Day the F-Word class, for which Emma served as
teaching assistant, organized a suffrage march, “88 in ’08,” cele-
brating 88 years of women’s suffrage. 

On Election night the Student Union Board (Emma’s a mem-
ber of that, too) threw an election watch party, hosting nearly half
the resident student body, sharing pizza and watching as final
results came in. 

“[The election] is probably the most historic thing that has hap-
pened in my life. The face of what’s possible has been completely
altered. When I think of the generations behind mine being able
to grow up with an African American president, the implications
are profound.  

“Now is a time when it is even more vital to be an activist.” 
What’s next for Emma? After graduation, she’s planning on

going to law school – and she has her long-range sights set on the
US Congress.  For more information about the Student Union or
the Aztlan Center, please email Emma at
ehowlandbolton@prescott.edu. 

An hour later the words of Gandhi echoed through my head
when I stood behind the barrier of cement and police officers
blocking access to the Capital Building. “You must be the
change…” I felt the lenses of the news cameras from all over the
World turn towards me as I advanced on the barrier; The forbid-
ding and stern gaze of men and women in uniform; the rising into-
nation of the crowd’s fervor as they saw me go; “You must be the
change…” 

I stand on top of the cement barrier with a fist in the air push-
ing two fingers towards the sky: Everything in my head becomes
silent – everything inside me is calm. I let go and jump.

Johann Aberger, M.A. ’07 works at Colorado Mountain College as
the Coordinator of Experiential Development.

Democracy continued
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By Tim Hull

\

It’s early morning in Tucson’s Dunbar Springs neighborhood,
and the anarchists next door are still asleep. The power-hun-
gry new sun is heating up the found-object metal artwork in

the streets, and I’m standing by as Vincent Pawlowski [‘08]
mixes up a batch of Papercrete bricks.

The 50-something polymath, a retired biomedical engineer
with a bushy beard and a full storehouse of creative energy, is up
on a rickety platform in his backyard working a jury-rigged mix-
ing drill through a barrel full of water, recycled paper products –
junk mail, old Sierra Club calendars, even tossed-away books –
and Portland cement. The brew looks and smells like paper
mache but when it’s formed into bricks and dried in the sun it
makes strong building blocks that Pawlowski hopes to use to

build a little dream home on his corner lot.
He’s also hoping to perfect a mix of this alternative building

material – which has been around for years but is now drawing
more interest – that doesn’t use commercial-grade cement and
to teach others how to mix and build with this cheap, energy-
efficient, and resource-saving material.

“Papercrete is especially suited to the desert and urban areas
in the desert,” Pawlowksi says. “We have hundreds of tons of
scrap paper – about 20 percent of the paper products that go
into the blue bins can’t be recycled.”

Construction costs, he says, work out to about 10 to 30 cents
a square foot of interior space, minus labor.

“My personal goal is to start setting up workshops to teach
people how to make it,” he adds. “We need to know this.”

He tells me about how, when he was in college in the mid-
70s and the last oil crisis was on, he started to get interested in
solar power. But his dad died around his sophomore year, and he
left school to help his family for a while. When he got back, in
1980, he says, “Reagan was in the Whitehouse, solar panels were
off the roof, and my advisor said you might want to do some-
thing else.”

So he went into another field, but he always had the environ-
mental itch.  About three years ago he went back to school at
Prescott College, and now he’s finishing up a degree in
Sustainable Community Development learning how to create
sustainable communities, or recreate a community that is dying
and try to make it more sustainable.

“Papercrete seems to be a fairly large component of the solu-
tion,” he says.

In the fall, he will put on the first ever international confer-
ence on Papercrete-building here in Tucson as part of his degree
program, an event he hopes will go a long way toward creating a
viable industry.

Anyone with even a passing familiarity with the components
of the average Sunbelt tract home will recognize the vast gulf
between the way things are and the way they perhaps ought to
be. Before the railroad made it possible for us to build Victorian
mansions and stick-built tract homes here in the desert, this land
was dotted with homes built of adobe. So it’s not surprising this
most ancient of building blocks is the material most often
likened to the various alternative methods.

But, whether you’re building Papercrete bungalows, lava-rock
sandcastles, adobe huts, rammed earth mansions, or whatever
other new-time alternative to the sticks, stucco, and air-condi-
tioning-paradigm we’re currently stuck in, there’s a lesson in all
this: Things haven’t always been like this; there are better ways
of building; and we can always look backward for what we need
to move forward. 

Tim Hull is a freelance writer in Tucson, Ariz. Reprinted and
abridged courtesy of Tucson Green Magazine (www.tuc-
songreenzine.com) and with permission of the author.

Paper Makes Strong Bricks

Vincent Pawlowski mixes up a batch of Papercrete, a “green” mud composed pri-

marily of recycled paper which he plans to make strong bricks out of to build his

dream home. Photo by Tim Hull
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Laura Brinckerhoff, M.A. ’03 
Laura has accepted appointment as

Associate Faculty in Master of Arts
Program Counseling Psychology. She is
the Founder and Director of Leap of
Faith Equine-assisted Mental Health
Services in Tucson, Ariz. An accomplished
horsewoman and Licensed Independent

Substance Abuse Counselor, Laura is currently the Director Of
Equine-Assisted Mental Health Services at Cottonwood de
Tucson. In 2003, Laura graduated in the first class of Prescott
College Counseling Psychology Equine Assisted Mental Health
(EAMH) students. Since graduating she has served as a
Graduate Advisor in Counseling/Psychology, EAMH, as well as
an ADP Mentor at the Prescott College Tucson Campus.

Beth Scott, Ph.D.
Dr. Beth Scott has accepted faculty

appointment to the Prescott College
teacher preparation programs in the
Tucson Center. Prior to joining the faculty
at Prescott College Tucson Center, Beth
worked in higher education for over nine
years at the State University of New York

Geneseo Ella Cline Shear School of Education and the
University of Rochester Warner Graduate School of Education
and Human Development, coordinating all field placements
for student teachers.  She was a public school teacher for 17
years, and served as a site team evaluator and reviewer for the
Massachusetts Charter School Office and New York State
Charter School Institute.  

She holds teaching certifications in French and Spanish for
grades nine through 12 and completed her doctorate in educa-
tional leadership at the University of Rochester. Beth received
her Bachelor’s degree from SUNY Buffalo in Secondary
Education, and holds a Master’s degree in Linguistics as well as
an Ed.D. in Educational Leadership, Higher Education from
the University of Rochester. She and her husband Fred are
looking forward to their new life in Tucson.

Nelson Donation

Dr. Florence Nelson of Scottsdale has awarded Prescott College
a significant gift to support programs for international sustainability
and development.

Promotions
Debbie Heiberger, Ph.D.

Dr. Debbie Heiberger has accepted
appointment as Associate Dean for
Professional Preparation Programs effec-
tive in the 2008-2009 academic year. As
Coordinator of Educational Assessment at
Prescott College, Debbie has demonstrat-
ed her expertise and leadership these past

years in her work with the teacher preparation program faculty
and staff across Prescott College through the re-approval
process required by the Arizona Department of Education.  

As the Counseling Psychology program plans for a Council for
Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs
(CACREP) accreditation, Debbie will be responsible for working
with the faculty and staff across the college, and with external
accrediting and licensing bodies, to assure that Prescott College
professional preparation programs maintain appropriate approvals
and accreditation. She will also continue to develop and improve
the diverse ways these programs serve different student groups.   

Jan Kempster, M.A., Ph.D.
Adult Degree and Graduate programs

faculty member and Coordinator of E-
Learning Jan Kempster accepted appoint-
ment as Associate Dean of Academic Affairs
effective in the 2008-2009 school year. Jan
will also continue to serve E-learning stu-
dents until that position is filled.

Rachel Peters, M.A. ’04 
As of July 1, 2008 Rachel Peters has

taken on the new role as Director of Field
Operations. Rachel will continue acquiring
and maintaining permits for academic and
educational land and river access both
locally and nationally in a variety of politi-
cal landscapes. She will expand beyond

support of the resident degree field-based programs to permit-
ting for the Center for Extended Studies and Lifelong Learning,
the Adult Degree and Graduate Programs, and other college
field-based programs. 

New Faces
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Eileen Chalfoun
It is with genuine sadness that we bid adieu to library director

extraordinaire, Eileen Chalfoun. After serving as the Prescott
College Library Director for 9 years, she has recently retired. In
her reign, she inspired many, challenged more than a few, and
spread the joy of inquiry to all she met.

Eileen never passed up a chance to be innovative. Those of us
who have had the privilege of working for her always felt
encouraged to explore new possibilities for the library, always
with the broader goal of inspiring and nurturing the intellectual
creativity of students, staff, and faculty. Eileen helped integrate
the library into the mainstream of the college by encouraging
the librarians to take on active college-wide roles, whether that
was serving on committees, playing integral roles in student ori-
entations, or mentoring students.

When Eileen first arrived, the library was located in the old
Marler’s Furniture building on the corner of Grove and Sheldon.
She was instrumental, although you will have to ask her for the
real story, in getting the library (aka Information Commons)
embedded into the Crossroads Center. Her vision of how the
library could be integrated into the college was revolutionary
and part of her greater plan to make the library the true heart of
Prescott College.  For her, the library should be the place to
meet, hang out, celebrate, put on exhibitions, laugh, and to
always make people feel welcome.

Eileen is a world traveler and helped bring that global per-
spective to the rest of us. She created a first of its kind library
for the Maasai Mara in Kenya in collaboration with the Maasai
and Prescott College students and faculty members. Besides tak-
ing many international trips on her own to places like Morocco
and Turkey, she spent several months as the library director on
an around the world tour for Semester at Sea. She brought in
many wonderful speakers to share with our community; people
such as our own Craig Childs M.A. ’99 and author of The Social

Life of Information, Paul Duguid.
In meetings, Eileen was never afraid to speak her mind. She

had the ability and wherewithal to break through fuzziness and
confusion by using direct questions, and good common sense,
and her ever wittily perceptive sense of humor.

As a director, Eileen was inspirational and innovative. As a
friend and colleague, she was, and still is, truly a pleasure to
work and be with. She embraces life and inspires the rest of us
to do the same. 

Bon Voyage, Eileen! We look forward to hearing about your
latest adventures.

Alison Holmes
With this issue of

Transitions we bid a reluctant
farewell to Alison Holmes, a
passionate and inspiring fac-
ulty member at Prescott
College since 1988 whose
well-deserved retirement
began this past summer. 

Though Alison began
teaching in the Resident
Degree Program, she taught
most recently in the Adult
Degree Program. Her focus
has been helping students

develop their writing and critical thinking skills through the
study of literature and philosophy. 

Her commitment to students and the influence she has had
upon them are reflected in nearly every Adult Degree Program
graduation, where student after student devotes words of affec-
tion and appreciation for the way that Alison challenged their
thinking, changed their approach to education, and transformed
their lives.

Eileen Chalfoun, a long time friend and colleague, comment-
ed, “Alison comes to anything she does with great passion.
While she is an intense critical thinker, she also understands that
teaching is an art.  Just observe her love of color and design in
both her way of dressing and of writing. 

“She is a total package, and has always appreciated the same
in students she has taught.  She has made a life-long study of
how we learn, and has incorporated a variety of learning styles in
her own teaching.  And she is just plain fun.”

Our students, our curriculum, and wider community are all
indebted to Alison. Her commitment and inspiration helped us
all maintain our focus on the values and mission of Prescott
College in our daily lives.

A Fond Farewell
By Rich Lewis, ADP Program Director and ADGP Reference Librarian

Faculty News
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Randall Amster, J.D., Ph.D.
Randall Amster was recently named

Executive Director of the Peace & Justice
Studies Association, which has relocated its
national headquarters to Prescott College.  

He recently attended the national Peace
& Justice conference in Portland and pre-
sented a workshop on his new book Lost in

Space: The Criminalization, Globalization, and Urban Ecology of
Homelessness. At the conference he made many exciting new con-
tacts for the Peace Studies program, including opening up oppor-
tunities for study abroad, student internships, and for Prescott
College to host an annual conference in the near future. 

Randall also had an essay accepted for publication in the Peace
Review, titled "Repeal NAFTA, Adopt LAFTA," had a book review
on policing the global justice movement accepted by the Contem-
porary Justice Review, and finalized the manuscript for an edited
volume on anarchism in the academy that is due out in early 2009.

Barnaby B. Barratt, Ph.D., D.H.S.
Barnaby B. Barratt, Chair of graduate

studies in Counseling Psychology,  has had
three scholarly papers recently accepted
for publication in peer-reviewed journals:
“Ganesha’s Lessons for Psychoanalysis:
Notes on Fathers and Sons, Sexuality and
Death” in Psychoanalysis, Culture and

Society, forthcoming in 2009; “Evaluating Brief Group
Interventions in Sexuality Education and Enhancement: Do
Workshops Really Work?” in American Journal of Sexuality
Education, 4, Issue 4, 2008, (forthcoming); and “Sexual Health
Assessment for Mental Health and Medical Practitioners:
Teaching Notes” in American Journal of Sexuality Education, 4,
Issue 1, 2009, (forthcoming).

Jeanine M. Canty M.A. ’00, Ph.D. 
In May 2008, Jeanine M. Canty, Ph.D.,

co-presented at the National Conference on
Race and Ethnicity in Higher Education in
Orlando, Fla. The presentation was titled
Contemplative Education and Diversity: A
Unique Model. In September, she co-pre-
sented at the Wilderness Therapy Sym-

posium in Boulder, Colo., presenting on Diversity, Unity, and
Inclu-sivity in Wilderness Therapy. Jeanine is an associate faculty
member, Adult Degree Program; a graduate advisor, Master of
Arts Program, and affiliate Ph.D. Program faculty member.

Joan Clingan, M.A., Ph.D.
Joan Clingan, graduate faculty member

in Humanities and Sustainability
Education, and Master of Arts Program
Director, had her doctoral dissertation
nominated for the Marvin B. Sussman
Award for Academic Excellence. The
annual award has not been granted in

recent years and was reinstated with this nomination of the top

five dissertations from 2007-2008 as chosen by the faculty of
Union Institute & University. Joan’s dissertation, “Who is We?:
Toward a Theory of Solidarity; Toward a Future of
Sustainability,” is now available through open access on
ProQuest’s dissertation and thesis database. 

Joan presented a paper, “Small-Town Fiction” also known as
“Schlub Stays Put: Considering Work and Class in Richard Russo’s
Bridge of Sighs as Contrasted with its Reviews,” at the 2008 How
Class Works Conference at the Center for Study of Working Class
Life at the State University of New York in Stony Brook. She also
presented a paper, “Race, Power, and Sexual Politics in
Cincinnati: Counter-hegemonic Narrative of Morrison’s Beloved
and Margaret Garner,” in Cincinnati Ohio at the 29th Annual
National Women’s Studies Association Conference. 

Tim Crews, Ph.D.
In June, Tim Crews was a participant

and evaluator for the Land Institute’s
Graduate Fellow’s workshop held in
Stafford, Kan. In October, Tim was also
invited to participate in a workshop hosted
by the Aspen Global Change Institute enti-
tled Managing the Cycles of Nitrogen and

Phosphorus.  The workshop provided an intimate setting for 14
ecologists, biogeochemists, and economists to think creatively
about solving important challenges involved in feeding people
and safeguarding the integrity of ecosystems in the 21st century.  

Tim was also recently awarded a grant by the USDA National
Research Initiative Soil Processes Program to fund his upcoming
sabbatical research project “Soil phosphorus forms and long-
term biomass exports from unfertilized agroecosystems.”  In
order to complete this research, Dr. Philip Brookes, a highly
regarded soil ecologist at Rothamsted Research in Harpenden,
England, will host Tim.  

John Gookin Ph.D. ’11 
John Gookin, MAP Advisor and Ph.D. student, presented a

lecture, Secular Spirituality, at the conference, On Sacred
Ground: Faith and the Environment, in Casper, Wyo., on
September 5, 2008. Along with MAP faculty member Shari
Leach, Ph.D., John recently published the 2008 NOLS
Leadership Educator Notebook. 

Doug Hulmes ’74, M.S.
Environmental Studies and Education

Faculty Doug Hulmes was notified this
spring that a US Forest Service, More Kids
in the Woods grant proposal he co-
authored with Mary Anne Kapp, Camp
Manager for the Mingus Springs Camp
and Outdoor Learning Center, and

Prescott College ADGP Advisor, had been funded. They submit-
ted the grant with Laura Jo West, the Bradshaw District Ranger
of the Prescott National Forest.

Their project, “Childrens Conservation Corps (CCC) and
Junior Forest Ranger Program” was one of sixteen selected from
279 submissions, and received the largest funding in the country.

Faculty News
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Janet Ross ’74, Executive Director of the Four Corners School
of Outdoor Education in Utah, was another recipient for a proj-
ect entitled, “Canyon Country Outdoor Education with the
Manti LaSal National Forest.”

In June, Doug was invited to perform his Chautauqua of
John Muir at the American/International School in Paris,
France. Joseph Scanlon ’93, a middle school science teacher
there, was given the responsibility to revamp their curriculum
and bring inspirational programs to the school. Doug gave two
performances to approximately 500 middle and high school
students.

In October Doug performed John Muir to the Single
Methodists of Arizona, and will perform in January for the
Southwest Regional Conference of Methodists in Santa Cruz,
California. He will also visit John Donohie ’91 in Mill Valley,
Calif. and give a performance for the private school where
John is an instructor.

Bob Johnson, M.F.A., and Julie Hensley, M.F.A.
Former instructors R. Dean (Bob) Johnson and Julie Hensley

had their first child, Boyd, this past year.  They have both
recently prevailed in a national search and will be assistant pro-
fessors in the English Department at Eastern Kentucky
University as well as mentors in EKU's brief-residency M.F.A. in
Creative Writing Program.  

If you would like to email and congratulate Bob and Julie,
they can be reached at the following addresses: dean.johnson@
eku.edu, julie.hensley@eku.edu.  

Steven Pace, M.S.W.
In November, Steven Pace, Chair of

the Resident Degree Program’s Human
Development Program, Director of Risk
Management for Field Activities and
Secretary of the PC Board of Trustees,
finished a four-year term as President of
the Board of the Association for

Experiential Education (AEE). He was recognized for his
service to AEE at their 36th International Conference in
Vancouver, Wash.

James Pittman, M.A., M.Sc.
James Pittman M.Sc., Associate Master

of Arts Program faculty member and
Ph.D. Program Resource Consultant,
recently accepted a full time position as
Managing Director at Earth Economics
in Seattle, Wash., after several years as a
consulting ecological economist. He will

also continue his role at Prescott College.  
In addition to management responsibilities, James coordinates

projects consulting with Washington State governmental agen-
cies and industrial sustainability assessment, advising the govern-
ment of Ecuador on long-term oil and land-use management
policies, collaborating with the Chinese Academy of Sciences on
ecosystem management planning for the Tibetan Plateau region,
as well as local development of ecosystem service markets and
regulatory incentives in the Puget Sound region.

Wayne Regina, M.S., Psy.D.
Wayne Regina, Integrative Studies fac-

ulty member, recently presented a work-
shop at the Association for Conflict
Resolution national convention.  The title
of his presentation was A Practitioner's
Guide to Effective Mediation:  Applying
Bowen Theory to Alternative Dispute

Resolution. The workshop examined a theoretical basis for effec-
tive mediation, as well as methods of advancing mediator effec-
tiveness through learning how to "see systems" and translate that
understanding into effective practice.  

In addition, Wayne also presented a workshop at the annual
Arizona Association of Family and Conciliation Courts conference
in Sedona, Ariz. His workshop, Moving On: When Relationships
End, discussed divorce in the context of the family life cycle, as
well as ways to help high conflict, divorcing couples develop par-
enting plans in the best interest of their children.  He is currently
on a leave of absence from Prescott College and is serving as
Director of Skyview School, a K-8 multiple intelligences-based
charter school that works collaboratively with Prescott College
through a mutual Memorandum of Understanding.

Vicky Young ’95, M.Ed., M.Ed., M.A., Ph.D.
Vicky Young was hired as an International Consultant by the Indo-
nesian Ministry of National Education and the World Bank for a
three-month project to help design a Recognition of Prior Learning
(RPL), or “life experience” credit system for Indonesia’s under-
qualified teachers. Working with a team of Indonesian national
educators and consultants, Vicky will use her experience within the
Adult Degree Program Navajo Nation Teacher Education and
Early Childhood Education programs at Prescott College to design
a system for RPL, including specific procedure and a manual of
guidelines. She arrived in Jakarta, Indonesia on September 16,
2008, and is expected to work on the RPL project through late
December 2008. Following her return to the US, Vicky will offer
public forum opportunities through Prescott College to share her
experiences on this project.



21Transitions Fall/Winter 2008

Carol served Prescott
College as a faculty member
from 1989 to 2000, and played
a significant leadership role as
coordinator of the Human
Development Program. In
recent years she taught occa-
sional classes in the College’s
resident Bachelor of Arts pro-
gram and served as a mentor to
graduate students. 

A strong advocate for pro-
gressive, interdisciplinary

learning, Carol understood Human Development to be a
holistic process, one that included development not only of
vocational and academic skills, but of personal goals and gifts,
and a commitment to understanding ones self. She was able to
mentor others through her own example as much as through
the subjects she taught.

Carol was a gifted therapist, most recently working at Pia’s
Place with women. Others knew her as a very gifted artist and
printmaker who showed work at Yavapai College, Van Gogh’s
Ear and other local venues. 

Carol lived a full life. Her generosity with fellow artists and
students of life is well known to those that loved her. Even with
a lot on her plate, between the classes in printmaking which she
co-taught as lab assistant at Yavapai College, her daughters, her
home, her job, and her printmaking practice, she always had
time for her friends, time to mentor a student, and especially
time for fellow artists. In the words of her friends:

“I appreciated her intelligence, compassion, creativity and
discipline.” Lisa Rowe Greenway ’94.

“She had a natural gift to excite and inspire a student, a gift
that is quite rare. I was blessed to have her as a guide, even for a
short time.” Jeanne Wellins M.A. ’10.

“I’ve been steeped in your love of me, your generous heart
feeding mine, your tears giving me a place to reach out, and
your hands receiving my tears as they fell.  My gratitude for
your friendship, your love, and our sisterhood is beyond descrip-
tion.” Sally Butler ’75.

“Choosing to attend Prescott College was one of the best
decisions I have ever made in my life, primarily because of the
blessing of having crossed paths with Carol Kennedy. She gently
and compassionately guided me in the direction of my dreams.”
Ali Rappaport ’97.

“Carol was a natural teacher and courageously believed in
me, possibly even more than I believed in myself, and this has
had life altering positive effects. She was one of those unique
spirits who had come alive and was a beacon of light to those
around her. Her presence and light on this planet will be pro-
foundly missed.” Monica (Motloch) Motchko ’95.

Carol leaves behind loving daughters Katie and Charlotte, of
Prescott, Ariz.; mother, Ruth Kennedy; brother, John Kennedy;

In Memoriam
Virginia Carol Kennedy 
Mother, artist, educator, psychotherapist and mentor

niece, Becca Kennedy Honeycutt; nephew, John Alvin Kennedy;
uncle, aunts and cousins.

Donations may be made in Carol's name to The Topsy
Foundation, P.O. Box 1131163 Bryanston 2021, South Africa or
e-mail at topsyfoundation@ogilvy.co.za.

The Topsy Foundation, a fully registered and interna-
tionally-respected South African Non Government
Organization and UK registered charity, provides a range
of services to support families and meet the needs and
personal development of orphans and children made vul-
nerable by HIV and AIDS. Additionally, through a skills
training program, it aims to alleviate poverty and empower
women in the communities.



Annual Fund Manager Judy
Lewis was nominated and
selected as Outstanding New
Fundraiser of the Year by the
Northern Arizona Association
of Fundraising Professionals.

She was presented with her
award at the AFP Northern
Arizona Chapter’s National
Philanthropy Day Luncheon
Friday, November 14, 2008, in
Sedona. This is a well-deserved
honor celebrating all the good
work Judy does for Prescott
College.

Judy is also a gifted artist. Drawing and painting since the age
of six, she had her first exhibit at age 11.  Subject matter and
media are eclectic, mostly traditional, with emphases on land-
scapes, floral, and the working cowboy. Her artistic inspiration
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for the better part of my life. Each is a response to natural beauty
and the desire to explore it. In that expanded moment a truth lives.
The news of the world is too often full of pain and sorrow but with
the brush or the palette knife I can try to paint a newer world.
Sometimes I am able to let go of the grasping mind.”

Steve is survived by three sisters and countless friends who will
miss him dearly.

His personal website is still online and contains examples of his
work and passions. www.stevedieckhoff.com.

Peter Lavigne 
March 25, 1957 – November 23, 2008

EDITOR’S NOTE: Word of the
untimely passing of new faculty mem-
ber Pete Lavigne came in just as
Transitions was going to print.
Transitions will run a fitting tribute in a
later issue. 

Peter Lavigne’s research interests included global and regional
water policy, environmental governance, river/watershed and
ecosystem management, civic capacity, and globalization. He pub-
lished extensively on these issues and served on numerous national
boards, panels, and councils promoting the health of American
waterways.  

“Pete served only a short time as Chair of MAP Environmental
Studies, but the relationships that he developed with students, staff
and faculty here are strong and deeply felt,” said Adult Degree and
Graduate Programs Dean  Paul Burkhardt. “We will miss his
expertise and his dedication to the mission and values of the
College. Even more, we’ll miss the warm role that he played in our
community – his kind, generous spirit and gentle laugh.”

Steve Dieckhoff ’74 
Steve Dieckhoff grew up in

Wisconsin and considered the
American Southwest a “magical
landscape” from the first time
he encountered it as a student
at Prescott College. Steve lived
and worked as a carpenter in
Boulder, Colo., since 1979 and
lost his battle with cancer on
Saturday March 15, 2008. 

Born with a bad hip socket,
popular sports were never an
option for Steve.  When he was
first introduced to rock climbing
in Prescott, he knew he’d found
a passion for life. Even in his
last months, he could still be

found climbing the rock walls of Eldorado Canyon in Colorado. 
“The beauty in climbing stems from the idea that it might be

possible to ascend, through discipline and creativity, a line on
the rock or on the mountain which is drawn in the imagination,”
he explained on his personal website. “Our eyes seek the most
graceful, tenuous, and audacious connections and we ask our-
selves if we can follow that line.”

Steve wrote and illustrated a guide to traditional front range
classic rock climbs from Estes Park to Colorado Springs, Serious
Play, and actively opposed “bolting” in support of traditional
removable protection techniques, albeit more risky, that do not
scar rocks. He expressed his love for the landscape around him
through painting and wielded his wit and humor in cartoons for
Rock and Ice magazine.

“Art & Climbing have sprung from the same source within me

In Memoriam

Development Dynamo Wins Fundraising Award
and influence arises from her upbringing in the American West
and extensive travels throughout North America and Europe.
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Jeff Carlson ’91
Just ahead of the publication of my second novel, sci-fi thriller
Plague War, two friends and I have released a book trailer enti-
tled Four Minutes Above 10,000 Feet. Shot in the Sierras, this
short film can only be described as “Alive meets The Blair Witch
Project meets the new Andromeda Strain." Scary and fun! A hi-
resolution version can be found on my web site at
www.jverse.com. There is also a readily accessible version on
YouTube at: youtube.com/watch?v=jU-i0faBPkY.

Richard Dance M.A. ’98
In his second month in the
Ourstage International Music
Competition, Phoenix musician
Richard "The Crawdaddy" Dance
made the Top Ten in the Solo
Instrumental category when his
original tune Bridge Out finished
at No. 8 worldwide.  Richard, an
Arizona real estate developer and
former philosophical counselor,

handled all instrumentation on the track. He also handled
vocals and guitar on another track, Fat Chance, which sat at
No. 1 in the Southern/Blues Rock category for two weeks
worldwide before finally finishing 14th. Visit The Crawdaddy
on Our Stage: www.ourstage.com/epk/thecrawdaddy. 

Christophe Gruring M.A. ’08  
Moved to Switzerland.  cgruring@hotmail.com.

Camille Guice M.A. ’78 
Life is what happens after you make your plans! I'm starting
my third year as a middle school teacher in Tucson. Never
intended to teach, but here I am! Still living in Tucson with
one daughter in college and the other a senior in high school.
Would love to hear from fellow life travelers.
camjg@msn.com.

Kevin L. Head M.A. ’02 
I recently began my 22nd year teaching at an alternative high
school. Last year, I was nominated to be the school's faculty
speaker at graduation.  I led the crowd through a Prescott-like
community activity.  Additionally, my nature photos were award-
ed top photo of the year for the Washington Native Plant

Society. One of the photos was shown throughout the state on
posters. khead@ekit.com.

Ing Kiland ’01 
I am now the vice president of sales at e-Waste, an electronic
recycling specialist company focusing on retrieving the raw
material from the electronics industry and then sending them to
smelters throughout the US, a true recycler. I am very excited to
be in the green industry and at the same time, feel that I am
doing something that is beneficial for the nation and developing
countries in the future. The website is e-wasteonline.com. 

Andrew Millison ’97, M.A. ’02 
Andrew has relocated to the
Pacific Northwest. After a
decade and a half in central
Arizona cultivating the unique
relationships between plants and
people known as permaculture,
landscape designer Andrew
Millison of Prescott’s Ecohood
fame is enjoying the abundant
harvest and the opportunity to
farm in a place where “the chal-
lenges of feeding the population

aren’t as great” as those faced in the Southwest.  “I Left the
EcoHood in good hands. You could say I worked myself out of a
job,” he laughed. “It has taken on a life of its own. In a way you
can say it’s truly in a state of permaculture.” 

Current projects include permaculture garden design for the
school where his children attend and laying the foundation for a
permaculture plant nursery, all through the latest incarnation of
his design firm, Foodscapes Permaculture Services. He can be
reached at amillison@gmail.com. 

Teresa Riggs-Craig ’96
Completed M.S.Ed. in Elementary Reading & Literacy, 2003,
Walden University. Contact at: countryclassroom@mac.com.

Class Notes
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John Sheedy ’96, M.A. ’05
During the process of filming the Tijuana Project, children
from the Fausto Gonzalez dump community made an impor-
tant contribution to the film by taking cameras in hand to doc-
ument their lives. Six children carried the cameras for a year,
taking hundreds of pictures.  "Children of the Dump," an
exhibit of these photographs reflects the unique opportunity
the kids took to participate in telling the story of their lives.
The exhibit ran from August 29 through September 30, 2008,
at The Front in San Ysidro. Proceeds from the sale of photo-
graphs will fund a scholarship program for the children fea-
tured in the documentary. To view the photos, learn more
about the Tijuana Project or donate, please visit www.tijua-
naproject.org.

Brandi Solace ’00 and Jonas Bean ’99 
We are living in the outdoor playground of McCall, Idaho.
Jonas spends every third day putting out fires and saving local
ice cream stands from propane leaks as a McCall Firefighter.
The other days we work together in our naturopathic clinic,
Solace Natural Medicine. I get to see patients and he gets to
do all the office work. On January 14, 2008, I gave birth at
home to our little sugarlump, Kyrie Juniper. Yes, her middle
name is in reference to the Southwest where Jonas and I met
in the computer lab. We would love to hear from friends or
better yet, see you in McCall. The clinic website is
www.solacemedicine.com.  

Transitions Fall/Winter 2008

The Center for Indian Bilingual Teacher Education
(CIBTE) was designed to meet the needs of adult
American Indians living on rural Indian Nations who
want to simultaneously earn a B.A. and teaching creden-
tial. Further, CIBTE addresses the need for Indian
teachers on Indian nations. Historically, white teachers,
who often had little understanding of the student’s cul-
ture and language, staffed reservation schools. CIBTE
delivers courses on-site through mentored studies, pro-
vides personal support and counseling, individualized
graduation requirements, encourages students to work
cooperatively and supports integrating native language
and culture into student programs.  

For more information visit
http://www.prescott.edu/academics/teachercert/cibte.
html or contact Vicky Young at vyoung@prescott.edu.

Jacqueline Wauneka ‘96
One of the first students to graduate from the Prescott
College Center for Indian Bilingual Teacher Education
program (CIBTE), Jacqueline received a Doctorate of
Education in Educational Administration and Supervision
from Arizona State University in Spring 2008.

Dan Boyce, Chair of the Prescott College Board of
Trustees, speaks with new Prescott College students,
faculty, and other Board members during a “resupply”
trip visiting Wilderness Orientation teams in Blue River,
New Mexico (just over the border from Alpine, Ariz.)
this past August. 
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Physicist and amateur astronomer Fulton Wright views the
visionary style of education offered by Prescott College
through a long lens. 

He came to Prescott College in 1969 to participate in an
“educational experiment,” as the College was widely touted in
the press at that time, leaving behind a three-year postdoctor-
al position at MIT’s Education Research Center. 

At MIT he was responsible for creating five-minute, class-
room-ready experiments for college physics courses. At
Prescott College he taught physics, math and other hard sci-
ences at the original campus, now the Prescott branch of
Embry Riddle Aeronautical University. 

In 1975 Fulton went on to teach computer science, physics
and astronomy at Yavapai College, yet he remained committed
to the vision of Prescott College, serving on the Board of
Trustees for 16 years.  

He has continued to support the College with generous
financial gifts, most recently through a Charitable Remainder
Trust (CRT). Fulton has designated a particular asset as a
future gift to Prescott College.  Ownership of that asset has
been transferred to the CRT for a specified period of time,
after which it will be transferred to the school.  

“I was initially drawn to Prescott College for two reasons: a
focus on the outdoors and the environment and the experi-
mental nature of its educational endeavor,” he said. “Through
the years I have remained enthusiastic about the self-directed
philosophy of education.” 

“When I was planning how to deal with my money after I
died, I was advised that this was a good way to disperse my
wealth,” he continued. “It’s certainly an option I would suggest
to anyone interested in supporting Prescott College, or any
institution, for that matter. The benefits are excellent.”

This type of instrument protects donors from capital gains
taxes upon sale of the asset and provides an immediate tax
deduction, even though the gift will not technically be made
until a later time. Since the property contained within a CRT
is no longer part of an estate, it is not subject to probate.

Although Fulton retired from Yavapai College in 2000, he’s
still a lively presence in the community as a member of the
Prescott Astronomy Club and as an upright bassist in the
Prescott Strings classical music string orchestra.

For information about how to remember Prescott College in
your estate planning, please contact Joel Hiller at (928) 350-
4501, jhiller@prescott.edu or visit www.prescott.edu/giving.

Through a Long Lens
Former faculty member and trustee Fulton Wright looks to Prescott College’s future with planned gift
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Up to $499 and In-kind Gifts
Anonymous
David and Ketta Abeshouse
Gertrude Ackerman
Jared Aldern
Ann Alexander 
Rick Alexander
Doug and Missy Anderson 
Walt Anderson 
Julie Andrus
Donna Aranson
Cathy Arriola
Edgar and Carol Arriola
Sotera Arriola
Alison Arthur and Arthur Charbonneau
Peter Athens 
Charles Awalt and Laurel Herrmann
Laurie Back
KM Barber-Thompson
Sara Barber and Dan Connor
Virginia Barden
Joel Barnes
Ronald and Laura Barnes
Bartko Charitable Family Foundation
Batterman's Auction House
Ellie Baudino
Douglas Baur
Robert and Marianne Becker
Will Beckett
Michael Belef 
Rick Bennett
Michele Bevis 
Bryan and Charlya Bishop
John and Vera Blankley 
Belinda Bock Lambert
Cathy Boland 
Bobbie Bollinger
Julie Bondeson 
Greg and Sarah Bowers
Jean Boyd
Robert Boyer and Barbara Mitchell
Paul and Helen Braun
Duncan Bremner
Kaie Brewer
George Bromley, Jr.
William and Brittany Brooke
Charles and Nancy Brooks
Lyle and Ruth Brown 
Kay Brunnier
Dr. Richard Brusca
David and Barbara Bryce
James and Kathryn Bryers
Jennifer Buehner-Varley
Michael Burke 
Richard and Laura Burke 
Paul Burkhardt and Zoe Hammer-Tomizuka
Mary Burns Miller

Linda Butterworth
Monica and William Buzbee
Sigrun Bynum
Michael Byrd
Ray Cage
Juan Caicedo and Jennifer Duberstein
David Calloway and Sandra Sborofsky 
Jeanine Canty 
Devin Carberry
Melissa Carey
James and Ruth Carlin
Gustav and Charlene Carlson 
Abbey Carpenter 
Richard and Doris Cellarius
Eileen Chalfoun
James Christopher
John and Linda Clark 
Marylyn Clark
Tom and Jane Clark
Douglas Clendaniel
Verna Coburn 
John and Polly Connell
Ginny Conner
Diana Corkery
Steve and Linda Corson
John Cowles III and Page Knudsen
Noel and Thomas Cox Caniglia
Tim and Sarah Crews
James and Janet Curley
Ellen Cussler and Hans Drake
Anne D'andrea
Joseph and Martha Dare
Genevieve Davis and Ray Lopez
Susan Davis Hopkins
James Decker
Norm Deitchman
Day DelaHunt and Heather Campbell
Alan DeWart
Jordana and Dan DeZeeuw Spencer
Akshay and Rasmita Dhruv
Paula and Frederick Dick
John and Jo Donovan
Dr. Peter Donovick
John Jr. and Lucy Douglas
Marcia Douglas
Anonymous
Suzanne Dulle and Juan Velasco
Laurel Eastman
Dale and Kristi Edwards
Linda Edwards
Taylor Edwards
Dagmar Eisele
Abraham and Sheila Elias
Samuel Epperson
Anthony and Maxime Faggioli
Walter and Alice Fair

We would like to take this opportunity to thank our many supporters who have given gifts to the College in the 2007-2008 academic year.
Your gift, regardless of size, helps support our students as they pursue their dreams and make the world a better place. Thank you.

Note: The College is in the midst of a database conversion. During this changeover, errors and omissions may occur. If we have inadvertently omitted or made an
error in listing your name, please accept our apologies. Contact Leslie Pope in Development at (928) 350-4508 (877-350-2100 x 4508) or lpope@prescott.edu so
we can correct our records.

Thank You to Our Donors

Bruce Fayman
Kimberly Fee and J.C. Goodwin
Steve Finucane and Marjorie Bernardi
John and Alyssa Firmin
James and Patricia Fish 
Andrea Flanagan
Karen Flanigan
John Flax
Thomas Fleischner and Edith Dillon
Petty Floyd
Robert and Deborah Foehring
Peter Ford and Tonia Harvey 
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By Mary Lin

In the provocative article “The Tragedy of the Commons”
which first appeared in the journal, Science, in 1968, Garrett
Hardin argued that the public could not be trusted to take care
of  the commons, lands and urban areas held in public trust for
use by all. Privatization – selling to the highest bidder, or a
trustee who would ensure appropriate use – or increased regula-
tion and policing, he argued, were better solutions than unregu-
lated use. 

Published as it was the year after Prescott College opened its
doors to students, Hardin’s article quickly took its place along-
side writings by Edward Abbey, John Muir, Rachel Carson and
others, as a landmark text on the relationship between humans
and the “commons”  which have since fueled the passion of gen-
erations of young environmentalists. 

Prescott College Peace and Justice Studies professor Randall
Amster offers a new, globalized perspective on these issues in his
latest book, Lost in Space: The Criminalization, Globalization,
and Urban Ecology of Homelessness. 

Amster interlaces heady sociopolitical constructs with humor
and engaging personal narrative – he’s a darned good storyteller
– in recounting his decade-long engagement with the urban
homeless on Mill Avenue in Tempe, Ariz., during a period in
which Tempe, and Mill Avenue, have undergone rapid growth,
gentrification, and “Disneyfication.” 

Once a culturally and economically diverse, tree-lined street
of privately owned small shops and coffee shops interspersed
with community gathering plazas and sidewalk seating areas,
Mill Avenue was through the early 90s an urban, sometimes grit-
ty, college-town Main Street. 

One would likely encounter indviduals and groups sitting and
chatting in clusters, playing guitars and other musical instru-
ments, with various crafts spread out on blankets made by local
students, itinerant or even homeless artisans, and Native
Americans. Many of the people on the street were indeed home-
less, and panhandling was common. 

While a graduate student and Faculty Associate in the School
of Justice Studies at Arizona State University in Tempe, Amster
not only documented but at times camped out, organized, par-

ticipated in acts of political resistance, and gained social acep-
tance and recognition among the street dwellers who populated
the ever-shrinking public spaces of Tempe. 

In Lost in Space he brilliantly and honestly describes his
social research methods as a “bricolage”of approaches and tech-
niques from the personal to the almost purely theoretical (his
chapter on metholodogy should be required reading for all stu-
dents of social research in the postmodern era.) 

Amster explores and sometimes explodes assumptions, atti-
tudes towards, and definitions of homelessness and public space.
He documents the loss of society’s sense of dignity and identity,
tolerance, and compassion; First Amendment rights; and self and
group expression when public spaces are sold or traded off to
sanitize them for the sake of well-heeled shoppers and tenants. 

Does status as the foundation of the tax base confer more
“rights” to the sidewalks and public walkways between and in
front of the Tempe businesses? What is lost, he asks, when we
criminalize homelessness, Disney-fy our urban centers, and push
those without the means or the desire to live in the middle class
to further extremes, living further out along the fringes of socie-
ty and susbsitence? 

Expanding the argument to demonstrate that global change
begins at home, he reflects on the global “neoliberalism” and its
underlying trends towards yuppification, privatization of public
space, and the “Disneyfication” taking hold across the globe, as
cities find themselves pitted against one another in a global mar-
ket for tourist and trade dollars. 

In the ongoing dialogue between self and society in which we
all invariably engage, public spaces perform a necessary reflexive
function, reminding us of all those with whom we share the
stage. In this “marketplace of ideas,” the homeless and marginal-
ized need to see and be seen, Amster argues, as much as those
of the highest material and social status. 

The literal marketplace, even if just through the semiotic con-
tribution of the visual, auditory, and olfactory presence of
diverse members of our society, needs to remain – for the sake
of our humanity – a commons for the ideas and ideals of free
society. At the very least, it is a reminder that the measure of a
civilization is the manner in which it shows its regard for the
least privileged within it.

The Last Word
Lost in Space 
Randall Amster’s new book explores the local face of global issues of homelessness and loss of public spaces  

Craig Childs
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